
What are the proposed improvements?

The project proposes better use of pavements and road space to improve local streets and road 
safety, reduce noise, traffic, and air pollution, and help more people walk, cycle and use public 
transport. The proposals include:  

• Safer crossings and junctions 
• More trees and planting 
• Car clubs
• More secure cycle storage 
• Electric vehicle (EV) charging points 
• Changes to parking
• Disabled bays

Why do we need these improvements? 

Our aim is for 80% of all journeys in Lewisham to be made by walking, cycling or public 
transport by 2041. This will help tackle the Climate Emergency, reduce congestion, improve air 
quality and road safety and make our neighbourhoods greener, healthier and more enjoyable 
places to live, work and play. The improvements proposed will help achieve this. 

Around 60% of all road space in Lewisham is used for on-street parking, yet less than half of 
households in the borough own a car. This is a huge amount of space that can be transformed 
to deliver better footways, more secure cycle storage, EV charging points, trees and planting 
and create spaces for the community to enjoy. 

On some streets, the proposals respond to feedback from the local community, including 
requests for these measures and complaints about difficulty finding a parking space near their 
home or business.

I would like cycle storage, an EV charging point, car club bay and more 
trees on my street - how can I request this? 

We are rolling out our Sustainable Streets programme in phases, with the first phase of 
consultation focusing on the roads around Deptford and Catford. If you live or work in and 
around Deptford or Catford, get involved in the consultation and share your views by visiting 
lewisham.gov.uk/SustainableStreets.  
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If your street isn’t included in this consultation area, you can submit a request for a cycle 
hangar here or submit a request for an EV charging point here. Other areas will be consulted on 
the roll out of the Sustainable Streets programme in future phases.

If you live in an area where there is already permit parking, we will also be reviewing these areas 
as part of the Sustainable Streets programme and you will be consulted in future phases. 

I don’t want any changes to car parking in my street. Can I still have some 
of the other changes? 

We can only introduce more trees, EV charging points, cycle storage, safer crossings and 
junctions, and car club bays if there is road space available. By changing the way car parking 
is used, we will have the space needed to introduce these measures. Without changes to car 
parking in your street, we won’t be able to introduce new trees, EV charging points or cycle 
storage. 

Why are parking permits proposed? 

We believe parking should be prioritised for local people. The introduction of parking permits 
will help to prevent commuters from parking on residential streets and leaving their cars for 
long periods of time. 

Without a valid permit, commuters will be less likely to drive to these areas and are more likely 
to use more sustainable modes of transport, helping reduce local congestion and air pollution 
and improving road safety.  

Why is the Council proposing to introduce parking permit charges when 
people are struggling with the cost of living?

We understand people are struggling with the rising cost of living and we want to minimise the 
impact of parking permit charges.

In areas where new parking permit schemes are implemented, we will give all residents and 
businesses a 15% discount on their annual permit for the first year. 

How much will a parking permit cost me?

In line with our emissions-based parking charges, permits for those with the least polluting 
vehicles will be cheaper than for vehicles with higher emissions. 
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The cost of a 12-month resident permit starts at £70 for petrol vehicles and £120 for diesel 
vehicles. The cost of a 12-month business permit starts at £350 for petrol vehicles and £400 
for diesel vehicles. 

In areas where new parking permit schemes are implemented, we will give all residents and 
businesses a 15% discount on their annual permit for the first year. There are additional 
concessions available for certain groups. 

To calculate out the cost of your permit and find out if you would be eligible for a discount, go 
to lewisham.gov.uk/SustainableStreets.  

Will people still be able to visit me by car? 

Yes - you can give your visitors a parking permit so they can still park near your home or 
business. 

When residents apply for an annual parking permit, they will receive a book of ten one-hour 
visitor permits for free. 

A book of ten one-hour visitor passes will also be provided free of charge to any residents over 
60 and in receipt of Council Tax support. 

When would the parking permits operate if they went ahead?

Our parking stress surveys show when there is high demand for parking, but the consultation 
asks residents what days of the week they think permit parking may be needed, and both of 
these factors will be considered.

We want to have a consistent approach across Lewisham, which is why most permit schemes 
operate 9am – 7pm.

My street isn’t included in the consultation area - will I have a chance to 
be involved? 

We have plans to consult the whole borough in phases. We are starting in areas where our data 
shows streets are often congested with parked cars and will aim to consult the whole borough 
as quickly as possible.
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I have a Blue Badge, what do these changes mean for me?

The permit scheme we are proposing will make parking easier for blue badge holders, as 
parking space will be prioritised for local residents.

Blue badge holders can apply for a disabled bay to be installed near their home. Where we have 
received eligible applications, new disabled bays across have been included in the proposals.

Blue badge holders and carers in the permit areas will receive a free 12-month parking permit.

Won’t people just find a neighbouring street to park in and make traffic 
worse there?

We are proposing to introduce parking permit schemes over a wide area, rather than just 
individual streets near to key destinations or transport hubs. This will help to reduce the 
likelihood of traffic and parking increasing on neighbouring roads.

If streets bordering the consultation area experience displaced commuter parking, we will 
consider consulting these streets earlier than planned. 

How will this impact local shops and high streets?

The improvements we are proposing will make it easier for people to walk, cycle or use public 
transport to get to local shops and high streets. 

The permit scheme will also discourage people from using parking spaces near local shops and 
high streets for non-shopping purposes, making it easier for other residents to visit local shops 
and high streets.

We want businesses to take part in the consultation, so we can better understand their needs 
and make sure we’re creating spaces that support thriving high streets. 

I live in a car-free development, how does this impact me?

Under planning regulations, some new housing developments are car-free, which means people 
who live there cannot apply for a resident parking permit if a scheme is introduced in their area. 

If a parking permit scheme is introduced and impacts a car-free development, we will work 
with residents in these developments who own a car to ensure there are suitable transition 
arrangements in place. 
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How is this project being funded?

The programme is being funded through Section 106 funding and revenue generated by 
parking permit schemes already implemented in the borough. 

What are the next steps?

Local people know their neighbourhood best and we want you to help us create streets to meet 
your needs and make your neighbourhood a greener, safer and more enjoyable place to live 
and work. We’re asking residents and businesses to consider the proposals for their streets and 
provide us with feedback via a survey. 

Responses to the survey will help us understand if local people want proposed changes to car 
parking, so more space can be created for sustainable measures.

If a decision is made to proceed following consultation, it is expected delivery will begin in 
summer 2023.
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