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1. BETHNAL GREEN AREA 

The phase one engagement for Bethnal Green covered the area below 
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2. CO-DESIGN WORKSHOPS OVERVIEW 

2.1.1 Workshop Dates:   

⚫ 27 June (20 attended) 

⚫ 02 July (28 attended) 

2.1.2 Venue: Tower Hamlets Professional Development Centre 

2.1.3 Facilitators:   

⚫ Gemma Ryan, Jacinda Corlett, Fortune Peeta, Georgia Miles (Workshop 1)  

⚫ Faith Coles, Jess Cully, Christian Muncey, Nichola Mansfield, Nicholas 

Akintujoye (Workshop 2) 

2.1.4 Chair: Christian Muncey & Fadzil Ismail 

 

2.2 Workshop overview: 

The Liveable Streets co-design workshops were organised to provide an opportunity for 
people to:  

⚫ come up with / review ideas to deliver the scheme 

⚫ hear what people said they want improved in the area, from the pre-engagement 

survey 

A map of the scheme area was created showing ideas to help attendees to discuss key 

issues and propose alternative measures. The ideas were based on the feedback received 

from the pre-engagement survey carried out during December and January 

The workshops included two exercises; the first exercise concentrated on traffic 

management and cycle improvements and the second exercise looked at improving the 

pedestrian environment.   

Workshop attendees were sat around tables and presented with a map for each execercise 

so they could provide their opinions / suggestions on the current suggestions or ideas by 

writing notes, highlighting suggestions or drawing on the map as they wished.  

Each table was given a large A0 map to ensure everyone had a clear visual of the 

suggestions or ideas and a facilitator was allocated to each table to talk people through the 

background data provided and explain the rationale behind the initial ideas.  

2.2.1 Exercise 1:  

The ideas aimed to prevent rat running on residential roads and reduce traffic levels in 

residential areas through interventions such as road closures and one -way streets. These 

interventions would reduce the impact of traffic in the residential areas, imp rove air quality 

and make those streets safer and more appealing to walk or cycle. Attendees were asked to 

look at those ideas and suggest changes or anything that needed further consideration.  
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2.2.2 Exercise 2:  

The second exercise focused on three main themes: 

⚫ Improving the pedestrian environment to encourage more walking and cycling 

⚫ Increasing accessibility to public transport  

⚫ Improve the look and feel of public spaces 

People were asked to look at what they would like to see implemented in public spac es that 

were being created, encouraging them to think about paving, pocket parks, street furniture, 

lighting, planting etc. 

2.3 Key Feedback: 

Overall, there was very good support for the ideas of reducing rat running and creating more 

space for pedestrians and cyclists. There were some recurring themes and points of 

discussion that came up throughout the two workshops which will be a point of focus during 

the next stage of design. These included the following:  

⚫ Many attendees thought that drug dealing in the area was a major issue that 

required addressing. They thought that stricter interventions were needed to 

control the problem. 

⚫ Improvements to the footways and carriageways was supported by the attendees 

as it would have multiple benefits, ie. Improving the pedestrian environment and 

public spaces.  

⚫ Improvements to the bus stops found on Bethanal Green Road was also a common 

point of discussion.  

⚫ The lack of adequate lighting in certain areas of the borough was discussed by 

several attendees.  

2.4 Next Steps: 

⚫ All ideas and suggestions will be looked at in more detail. They will then be used to 

create concept designs. 

⚫ The concept designs will then be submitted for a full public consultation later in 

2019. 


